
The Living Martial Arts of the Twenty-

Four Figures

Introduction

Martial arts are a vast and ancient field of study that 

encompass  a  wide  range  of  disciplines,  from  the 

physical to the spiritual. They are often seen as a way 

to improve one's health, fitness, and self-defense skills, 

but  they  can  also  be  a  path  to  self-discovery  and 

enlightenment.

In this book, we will explore the living martial arts of 

the twenty-four figures. These are a set of traditional 

Chinese martial arts forms that have been passed down 

from generation to generation for centuries. They are 

said to contain the essence of all martial arts, and they 

offer a comprehensive system of training for the body, 

mind, and spirit.
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The twenty-four figures  are  named after  the twenty-

four  animals  that  are  said  to  represent  the  different 

aspects  of  human  nature.  Each  figure  has  its  own 

unique  movements,  techniques,  and  applications.  By 

studying the twenty-four figures, we can learn how to 

harness our own natural energy and use it to defend 

ourselves,  improve  our  health,  and  achieve  our  full 

potential.

The living martial  arts of the twenty-four figures are 

not just a system of physical techniques. They are also a 

way of life. They teach us how to live in harmony with 

ourselves, with others, and with the world around us. 

They  teach  us  how  to  be  strong,  courageous,  and 

compassionate.  They teach us how to find peace and 

happiness in our lives.

Whether you are a beginner or an experienced martial 

artist,  this  book  will  provide  you  with  a  wealth  of 

knowledge and insights into the living martial arts of 

the  twenty-four  figures.  You  will  learn  about  the 
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history,  philosophy,  and  principles  of  these  ancient 

arts.  You  will  learn  about  the  different  styles  and 

techniques  of  the  twenty-four  figures.  And  you  will 

learn how to apply these teachings to your own life.

So join us on this journey through the living martial 

arts of the twenty-four figures. Discover the power and 

beauty of these ancient arts,  and learn how they can 

help you to live a healthier, happier, and more fulfilling 

life.
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Book Description

The Living Martial Arts of the Twenty-Four Figures 

is  a  comprehensive  guide  to  the  ancient  Chinese 

martial arts forms that have been passed down from 

generation to generation for centuries. These forms are 

said to contain the essence of all martial arts, and they 

offer a complete system of training for the body, mind, 

and spirit.

In this book, Pasquale De Marco explores the history, 

philosophy, and principles of the twenty-four figures. 

He  also  provides  detailed  instructions  on  the 

techniques  and  applications  of  these  ancient  arts. 

Whether you are a beginner or an experienced martial 

artist,  this  book  will  provide  you  with  a  wealth  of 

knowledge and insights into the living martial arts of 

the twenty-four figures.

The twenty-four figures  are  named after  the twenty-

four  animals  that  are  said  to  represent  the  different 
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aspects  of  human  nature.  Each  figure  has  its  own 

unique  movements,  techniques,  and  applications.  By 

studying the twenty-four figures, we can learn how to 

harness our own natural energy and use it to defend 

ourselves,  improve  our  health,  and  achieve  our  full 

potential.

The living martial  arts of the twenty-four figures are 

not just a system of physical techniques. They are also a 

way of life. They teach us how to live in harmony with 

ourselves, with others, and with the world around us. 

They  teach  us  how  to  be  strong,  courageous,  and 

compassionate.  They teach us how to find peace and 

happiness in our lives.

The Living Martial Arts of the Twenty-Four Figures 

is a must-read for anyone who is interested in martial 

arts,  Chinese culture,  or self-improvement.  This  book 

will  provide you with a deeper understanding of the 

human body, mind, and spirit, and it will help you to 

live a healthier, happier, and more fulfilling life. 
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Chapter 1: The Essence of Martial Arts

The History of Martial Arts

The history of martial arts is a long and storied one, 

dating back thousands of years. The earliest evidence 

of martial arts can be found in ancient cave paintings 

and artifacts from China, India, and Egypt. These early 

martial arts were likely developed as a way for people 

to  defend  themselves  from  wild  animals  and  other 

threats.

Over  time,  martial  arts  evolved  into  a  more 

sophisticated  system  of  fighting.  In  China,  the 

development  of  martial  arts  was  influenced  by  the 

country's unique culture and philosophy. The Chinese 

martial arts are often characterized by their emphasis 

on balance, fluidity, and internal energy.

In  India,  the  development  of  martial  arts  was 

influenced  by  the  country's  religious  and  spiritual 

traditions.  The  Indian  martial  arts  are  often 
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characterized  by  their  emphasis  on  meditation, 

breathing exercises, and self-awareness.

In the 20th century, martial arts began to spread to the 

West. This was due in part to the popularity of Bruce 

Lee, a Chinese-American martial artist who starred in a 

number  of  popular  films.  Today,  martial  arts  are 

practiced  all  over  the  world,  and  there  are  many 

different styles to choose from.

No  matter  what  your  reason  for  wanting  to  learn 

martial arts, there is a style out there that is perfect for 

you. Martial arts can be a great way to improve your 

health, fitness, and self-confidence. They can also be a 

lot of fun!

The Twenty-Four Figures

The twenty-four figures are a set of traditional Chinese 

martial arts forms that are said to contain the essence 

of all martial arts. The twenty-four figures are named 

after the twenty-four animals that are said to represent 
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the different aspects of human nature. Each figure has 

its  own  unique  movements,  techniques,  and 

applications.

The twenty-four figures are a comprehensive system of 

training for the body, mind, and spirit. By studying the 

twenty-four figures, we can learn how to harness our 

own  natural  energy  and  use  it  to  defend  ourselves, 

improve our health, and achieve our full potential.

The living martial  arts of the twenty-four figures are 

not just a system of physical techniques. They are also a 

way of life. They teach us how to live in harmony with 

ourselves, with others, and with the world around us. 

They  teach  us  how  to  be  strong,  courageous,  and 

compassionate.  They teach us how to find peace and 

happiness in our lives.

8



Chapter 1: The Essence of Martial Arts

The Philosophy of Martial Arts

The philosophy of martial arts is a vast and complex 

subject  that  has  been  debated  by  scholars  and 

practitioners for centuries. There is no single definition 

of  martial  arts  philosophy,  as  it  varies depending on 

the  particular  style  or  tradition  being  practiced. 

However,  there  are  some  core  principles  that  are 

common to most martial arts philosophies.

One  of  the  most  important  principles  is  the  idea  of 

harmony.  Martial  artists  strive  to  achieve  harmony 

between their body, mind, and spirit. They believe that 

this  harmony  is  essential  for  achieving  true  martial 

arts mastery.

Another  important  principle  is  the  idea  of  non-

violence.  Martial  arts  are  not  about  fighting  or 

aggression.  They  are  about  self-defense  and  self-

improvement. Martial artists learn to use their skills to 
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protect themselves and others,  but they also learn to 

avoid violence whenever possible.

Respect  is  also  a  key  principle  in  martial  arts 

philosophy. Martial artists respect their teachers, their 

fellow students, and their opponents. They also respect 

the martial arts tradition and the culture from which it 

comes.

Finally,  martial  arts  philosophy  teaches  us  to  be 

humble.  Martial  artists  know  that  they  are  always 

learning and that there is always more to learn. They 

are always willing to learn from others and to improve 

their skills.

The philosophy of martial arts is a powerful force for 

good  in  the  world.  It  can  help  us  to  become  more 

confident, more disciplined, and more compassionate. 

It  can  also  help  us  to  live  more  fulfilling  and 

meaningful lives.

10



The Benefits of Martial Arts Philosophy

There  are  many  benefits  to  practicing  martial  arts 

philosophy. Some of the benefits include:

 Improved physical health: Martial arts can help 

to improve your cardiovascular health, strength, 

flexibility, and coordination.

 Improved mental health: Martial arts can help 

to reduce stress, anxiety, and depression. It can 

also  help  to  improve  focus,  concentration,  and 

memory.

 Improved self-confidence: Martial arts can help 

you to develop a strong sense of self-confidence. 

You will  learn  to  believe  in  yourself  and your 

abilities.

 Improved self-discipline: Martial arts can help 

you  to  develop  self-discipline  and  self-control. 

You will learn to set goals and to achieve them.

 Improved respect for others: Martial arts can 

help you to develop respect for others. You will 
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learn  to  respect  your  teachers,  your  fellow 

students, and your opponents.

 Improved humility: Martial arts can help you to 

develop  humility.  You  will  learn  that  you  are 

always learning and that there is always more to 

learn.

If  you  are  looking  for  a  way  to  improve  your  life, 

martial  arts  may  be  the  answer.  The  philosophy  of 

martial arts can help you to become a better person, 

both physically and mentally.
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Chapter 1: The Essence of Martial Arts

The Benefits of Martial Arts

Martial arts are a vast and ancient field of study that 

encompass  a  wide  range  of  disciplines,  from  the 

physical to the spiritual. They are often seen as a way 

to improve one's health, fitness, and self-defense skills, 

but  they  can  also  be  a  path  to  self-discovery  and 

enlightenment.

There are many benefits to practicing martial arts, both 

physical and mental. Physically, martial arts can help 

to improve your strength, flexibility, coordination, and 

balance. They can also help you to lose weight and get 

in  shape.  Mentally,  martial  arts  can help to  improve 

your focus, concentration, and self-discipline. They can 

also  help  you  to  develop  a  greater  sense  of  self-

confidence and self-esteem.

One of the most important benefits of martial arts is 

that they can help you to learn how to defend yourself. 
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In today's world, it is more important than ever to be 

able  to  protect  yourself  from harm.  Martial  arts  can 

teach you how to avoid dangerous situations, how to 

de-escalate conflicts, and how to defend yourself if you 

are attacked.

Martial arts can also be a great way to relieve stress 

and  improve  your  overall  mental  health.  When  you 

practice  martial  arts,  you are  forced to  focus  on the 

present moment. This can help to clear your mind and 

reduce  stress.  Martial  arts  can  also  help  to  improve 

your mood and boost your energy levels.

If you are looking for a way to improve your physical 

and mental health, martial arts are a great option. They 

are a fun and challenging way to get in shape, learn 

self-defense  skills,  and  improve  your  overall  well-

being.

Here  are  some  specific  examples  of  the  benefits  of 

martial arts:
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 Improved cardiovascular health: Martial arts can 

help to  improve your cardiovascular health by 

strengthening your heart and lungs.

 Increased muscle strength and tone: Martial arts 

can help to  increase your muscle  strength and 

tone by working all of the major muscle groups 

in your body.

 Improved  flexibility:  Martial  arts  can  help  to 

improve  your  flexibility  by  stretching  your 

muscles and joints.

 Enhanced coordination and balance: Martial arts 

can  help  to  improve  your  coordination  and 

balance by teaching you how to move your body 

in new and different ways.

 Weight  loss:  Martial  arts  can  help  you  to  lose 

weight by burning calories and increasing your 

metabolism.
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 Reduced stress: Martial arts can help to reduce 

stress  by  providing  a  healthy  outlet  for  your 

energy and emotions.

 Improved  mood:  Martial  arts  can  help  to 

improve  your  mood  by  releasing  endorphins, 

which have mood-boosting effects.

 Increased  self-confidence  and  self-esteem: 

Martial  arts  can  help  to  increase  your  self-

confidence and self-esteem by teaching you how 

to defend yourself and by giving you a sense of 

accomplishment.
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 This extract presents the opening 

three sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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