
Confederate  Submarines:  The  Hidden 

Heroes of the Civil War

Introduction

The American Civil War was a conflict fought between 

the United States and the Confederate States of America 

from 1861 to 1865.  The war was fought over slavery 

and the expansion of slavery into new territories. The 

Confederate Navy was formed in 1861 and its role in 

the  war  was  to  protect  Confederate  ports  and 

commerce from the Union Navy. The Confederate Navy 

also conducted raids against Union shipping. The most 

famous  Confederate  submarine  was  the  CSS  Hunley, 

which sank the Union ship USS Housatonic in 1864. The 

CSS Hunley was the first submarine to sink an enemy 

ship in combat.
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The Confederate Navy was a small force, but it played a 

significant  role  in  the  war.  The  Confederate  Navy's 

actions helped to prolong the war and it also helped to 

protect  Confederate  ports  and  commerce.  The 

Confederate  Navy  was  ultimately  defeated  by  the 

Union Navy, but its legacy lives on.

The Confederate Navy is a fascinating subject that has 

been the subject of much study. This book will explore 

the history of the Confederate Navy, from its formation 

to  its  defeat.  The  book  will  also  examine  the 

Confederate Navy's role in the war and its legacy.

The Confederate Navy was a unique force in the history 

of  naval  warfare.  It  was  the  first  navy  to  use 

submarines in combat and it also developed innovative 

new weapons and tactics. The Confederate Navy's story 

is a story of courage, innovation, and sacrifice.

This book will  tell  the story of the Confederate Navy 

and its  impact  on the American Civil  War.  The book 
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will be a valuable resource for anyone interested in the 

history of the war or in the history of naval warfare.
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Book Description

The Confederate Navy was a small force, but it played a 

significant  role  in  the  American  Civil  War.  The 

Confederate Navy's actions helped to prolong the war 

and  it  also  helped  to  protect  Confederate  ports  and 

commerce.  The  Confederate  Navy  was  ultimately 

defeated by the Union Navy, but its legacy lives on.

One of the most famous Confederate submarines was 

the  CSS  Hunley.  The  CSS  Hunley  was  the  first 

submarine to sink an enemy ship in combat. The CSS 

Hunley's  story is  a  story of  courage,  innovation,  and 

sacrifice.

This book will tell the story of the Confederate Navy 

and its impact on the American Civil War. The book 

will explore the following topics:

 The formation of the Confederate Navy

 The role of the Confederate Navy in the war

 The Confederate Navy's successes and failures
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 The legacy of the Confederate Navy

This  book  is  a  valuable  resource  for  anyone 

interested in the history of the American Civil War 

or in the history of naval warfare. 
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Chapter 1: The Birth of the Confederate 

Navy

Early Confederate naval efforts

The early Confederate naval efforts were characterized 

by  a  lack  of  resources  and  organization.  The 

Confederacy  had  no  navy  when it  seceded  from the 

Union in 1861 and had to create one from scratch. This 

was a  daunting task,  as  the Confederacy had limited 

shipbuilding  facilities  and  a  small  number  of 

experienced naval officers.

Despite these challenges, the Confederacy managed to 

establish a small  but effective navy.  The Confederate 

Navy  was  responsible  for  several  notable  victories, 

including the sinking of the USS Cumberland and the 

USS Congress in the Battle of Hampton Roads in 1862. 

The Confederate Navy also played a role in the defense 

of  Charleston,  South Carolina,  and other Confederate 

ports.
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The early Confederate naval efforts were hampered by 

a number of factors, including the Union blockade of 

Confederate ports and the lack of a strong Confederate 

shipbuilding industry. However, the Confederate Navy 

managed to overcome these challenges and played a 

significant role in the American Civil War.

The Confederate Navy was a unique force in the history 

of  naval  warfare.  It  was  the  first  navy  to  use 

submarines in combat and it also developed innovative 

new weapons and tactics. The Confederate Navy's story 

is a story of courage, innovation, and sacrifice.

The Confederate Navy was defeated by the Union Navy 

in 1865, but its legacy lives on. The Confederate Navy's 

innovative tactics and weapons have been adopted by 

navies around the world. The Confederate Navy's story 

is a reminder of the importance of courage, innovation, 

and sacrifice in the face of adversity.

7



Chapter 1: The Birth of the Confederate 

Navy

The role of privateers and commerce raiders

Privateers  were  privately-owned  ships  that  were 

authorized  by  the  Confederate  government  to  attack 

enemy  shipping.  Commerce  raiders  were  similar  to 

privateers,  but  they  were  typically  larger  and  more 

heavily armed. Both privateers and commerce raiders 

played a significant role in the Confederate war effort.

Privateers and commerce raiders were able to inflict 

significant damage on Union shipping. They captured 

or  sank  hundreds  of  Union  ships,  and  they  also 

disrupted Union trade. This disruption had a negative 

impact  on the Union economy,  and it  also  helped to 

prolong the war.

The most  famous Confederate  privateer  was  the  CSS 

Alabama. The CSS Alabama was a sloop-of-war that was 

built  in England and commissioned in 1862.  The CSS 
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Alabama sailed around the world, capturing or sinking 

Union ships. The CSS Alabama was eventually sunk by 

the USS Kearsarge in 1864.

Another famous Confederate commerce raider was the 

CSS  Shenandoah.  The  CSS  Shenandoah  was  a  screw 

steamer that was built in Scotland and commissioned 

in 1864. The CSS Shenandoah sailed around the world, 

capturing or sinking Union ships. The CSS Shenandoah 

was eventually scuttled in 1865.

Privateers and commerce raiders were a valuable asset 

to  the  Confederate  Navy.  They  were  able  to  inflict 

significant  damage on Union shipping,  and they also 

helped to  disrupt  Union trade.  The use of  privateers 

and  commerce  raiders  was  a  significant  factor  in 

prolonging the Civil War.
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Chapter 1: The Birth of the Confederate 

Navy

The development of ironclad warships

The  development  of  ironclad  warships  was  a  major 

technological  advance  in  naval  warfare.  Ironclad 

warships  were  protected  by  a  layer  of  iron  armor, 

which made them much more resistant to enemy fire. 

This made them ideal for attacking enemy ships and 

fortifications.

The first ironclad warship was the Gloire, which was 

built by the French in 1859. The Gloire was a powerful 

ship,  and  it  quickly  demonstrated  the  advantages  of 

ironclad warships over traditional wooden ships. Other 

countries  soon followed suit,  and by the start  of  the 

American  Civil  War,  both  the  Union  and  the 

Confederacy had ironclad warships in their fleets.

The  Confederacy  was  particularly  interested  in 

ironclad  warships,  as  they  could  help  to  break  the 
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Union blockade of Confederate ports. The Confederacy 

built  several  ironclad  warships,  including  the  CSS 

Virginia and the CSS Alabama. These ships were very 

successful  in  raiding  Union  shipping  and  attacking 

Union forts.

The  development  of  ironclad  warships  had  a  major 

impact on the American Civil War. Ironclad warships 

made it much more difficult for the Union to blockade 

Confederate ports,  and they also made it possible for 

the  Confederacy  to  attack  Union  ships  and  forts. 

Ironclad  warships  were  a  major  factor  in  the 

Confederacy's ability to prolong the war.

The development of ironclad warships also had a major 

impact on naval warfare in general. Ironclad warships 

made  wooden  ships  obsolete,  and  they  led  to  the 

development  of  new  types  of  warships,  such  as 

battleships  and  cruisers.  Ironclad  warships  are  still 

used today,  and they continue to be a major part  of 

modern navies.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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