
Bad Girls—Wild Stories

Introduction

They  were  outlaws,  fugitives,  gamblers,  and  saloon 

keepers.  They were dance hall  girls,  vaudeville stars, 

and female frontiersmen. They were healers, outcasts, 

witches, and fortune tellers. They were artists, writers, 

politicians,  and  activists.  They  were  trailblazers  and 

role models.

These were the bad girls of the Wild West.

They were women who lived on the edge of  society, 

women who broke the rules and defied the conventions 

of  their  time.  They  were  women  who  were  often 

misunderstood  and  maligned,  but  they  were  also 

women  who  were  strong,  independent,  and 

courageous.
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Their stories are a testament to the indomitable spirit 

of the American West. They are stories of women who 

refused to be defined by the limits imposed on them by 

society.  They are stories  of  women who forged their 

own paths and lived their lives on their own terms.

In this book, we will tell the stories of some of the most 

famous bad girls of the Wild West. We will learn about 

their  lives,  their  loves,  and  their  crimes.  We  will 

explore  the  reasons  why  they  were  driven  to  live 

outside the law, and we will examine the impact they 

had on the history of the American West.

These  are  the  stories  of  women  who  were  both 

fascinating and flawed. They were women who made 

mistakes,  but  they  were  also  women  who  made  a 

difference. Their stories are a reminder that even in the 

most difficult  of  circumstances,  the human spirit  can 

prevail.

These are the stories of the bad girls of the Wild West.
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Book Description

Bad Girls—Wild Stories tells the stories of some of the 

most famous bad girls  of  the Wild West.  These were 

women who lived on the edge of society, women who 

broke  the  rules  and  defied  the  conventions  of  their 

time.  They  were  women  who  were  often 

misunderstood  and  maligned,  but  they  were  also 

women  who  were  strong,  independent,  and 

courageous.

In this book, we will learn about the lives, loves, and 

crimes of these fascinating women. We will explore the 

reasons why they were driven to live outside the law, 

and  we  will  examine  the  impact  they  had  on  the 

history of the American West.

These  are  the  stories  of  women  like  Belle  Starr,  the 

Bandit Queen; Pearl Hart, the Stagecoach Robber; and 

Myra Maybelle Shirley, the Female Jesse James. These 

are  the  stories  of  women  like  Mattie  Silks,  Denver's 
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Most Famous Madam; Lou Graham, the Queen of the 

Barbary  Coast;  and  Sally  Stanford,  San  Francisco's 

Notorious Socialite.

These are the stories of women like Lillian Russell, the 

American  Beauty;  Texas  Guinan,  the  Queen  of  the 

Nightclubs; and Sally Rand, the Fan Dancer. These are 

the  stories  of  women  like  Calamity  Jane,  the  Wild 

West's  Most  Famous  Woman;  Sacajawea,  the  Native 

American Guide; and Annie Oakley, the Sharpshooter.

These  are  the  stories  of  women  who  were  both 

fascinating and flawed. They were women who made 

mistakes,  but  they  were  also  women  who  made  a 

difference. Their stories are a reminder that even in the 

most difficult  of  circumstances,  the human spirit  can 

prevail.

Bad  Girls—Wild  Stories is  a  must-read  for  anyone 

interested  in  the  history  of  the  American  West, 

women's history, or true crime. It  is a book that will 
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both entertain and inform, and it is sure to leave you 

wanting more. 
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Chapter 1: Outlaws and Fugitives

The  Wild  West's  Most  Notorious  Female 

Outlaws

The Wild West was a lawless land, and women were 

just as likely as men to break the law. In fact, some of 

the most notorious outlaws in the West were women.

One of the most famous female outlaws was Belle Starr. 

Belle was born in Missouri in 1848, and she grew up in 

a  rough  and  tumble  environment.  Her  father  was  a 

horse  thief,  and  her  mother  was  a  prostitute.  Belle 

herself was a tough and independent woman, and she 

was not afraid to stand up for herself.

In 1866, Belle married Cole Younger, a member of the 

infamous Younger Gang. Belle and Cole robbed banks 

and stagecoaches together, and they became two of the 

most  wanted outlaws in the West.  In 1874,  Cole  was 

captured  and  sentenced  to  life  in  prison.  Belle 
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continued to rob banks and stagecoaches on her own, 

and she became known as the "Bandit Queen."

Belle Starr was killed in 1889 by a former lover. She 

was only 41 years old. Belle Starr was a complex and 

controversial figure. She was a criminal,  but she was 

also a strong and independent woman. She lived her 

life on her own terms, and she died a legend.

Another famous female outlaw was Pearl Hart.  Pearl 

was  born  in  Canada  in  1860,  and  she  came  to  the 

United States with her family when she was a child. 

Pearl  was a beautiful  and charming woman, but she 

was also a quick-tempered and reckless outlaw.

In  1899,  Pearl  Hart  and  her  husband  robbed  a 

stagecoach  in  Arizona.  Pearl  was  captured  and 

sentenced to life in prison. She served seven years in 

prison, and she was released in 1906. Pearl Hart went 

on to become a successful author and lecturer. She died 

in 1943.
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Pearl Hart was a complex and controversial figure. She 

was  a  criminal,  but  she  was  also  a  strong  and 

independent  woman.  She  lived  her  life  on  her  own 

terms, and she died a legend.

These are just  two of  the many female outlaws who 

roamed  the  Wild  West.  These  women  were  tough, 

independent, and resourceful. They lived their lives on 

their own terms, and they died legends.
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Chapter 1: Outlaws and Fugitives

The  True  Story  of  Belle  Starr,  the  Bandit 

Queen

Belle Starr was born Myra Maybelle Shirley in 1848 in 

Carthage, Missouri.  Her father was a farmer and her 

mother  was  a  Cherokee  Indian.  Belle  was  a  tomboy 

from a young age,  and she loved to  ride horses  and 

shoot guns.

When  Belle  was  14  years  old,  her  family  moved  to 

Texas. Belle quickly adapted to the rough and tumble 

life on the frontier. She learned to ride a horse like a 

man,  and  she  became  an  expert  shot.  Belle  also 

developed  a  reputation  for  being  a  fearless  and 

independent woman.

In 1866, Belle married Jim Reed, a former Confederate 

soldier.  The  couple  had  four  children  together. 

However,  their  marriage  was  short-lived.  Jim  was 

killed in a gunfight in 1874.
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After  Jim's  death,  Belle  became  a  fugitive.  She  was 

wanted  for  murder,  robbery,  and  horse  theft.  Belle 

roamed the Indian Territory (now Oklahoma) with a 

gang  of  outlaws.  She  became  known  as  the  "Bandit 

Queen."

Belle Starr was a complex and controversial figure. She 

was a beautiful woman with a fiery temper. She was 

also a ruthless outlaw. Belle Starr was killed in 1889 by 

a deputy sheriff. She was 41 years old.

Belle Starr's story is a fascinating tale of the Wild West. 

She was a woman who lived on the edge of society. She 

was  a  woman  who  broke  the  rules  and  defied  the 

conventions  of  her  time.  Belle  Starr  was  a  true 

American outlaw.
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Chapter 1: Outlaws and Fugitives

The  Life  and  Crimes  of  Pearl  Hart,  the 

Stagecoach Robber

Pearl Hart was a stagecoach robber who operated in 

Arizona  in  the  late  1800s.  She  was  one  of  the  few 

female outlaws of the Wild West, and her story is one 

of the most fascinating and well-known.

Hart  was  born in  Lindsay,  Ontario,  Canada,  in  1861. 

Her  father  was  a  farmer,  and  her  mother  was  a 

schoolteacher. Hart had a happy childhood, but her life 

took  a  tragic  turn  when  she  was  15  years  old.  Her 

father died, and her mother remarried a man who was 

abusive.  Hart  ran  away  from  home  and  eventually 

made her way to the United States.

In the United States, Hart worked as a prostitute and a 

dance hall girl. She also became involved in crime, and 

she was arrested several times for petty theft. In 1899, 
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Hart met a man named Joe Boot, and the two of them 

began robbing stagecoaches.

Hart and Boot were successful in their robberies, and 

they quickly became known as the "Bandit Queen" and 

the "Stagecoach Robber." However, their luck ran out 

in  1901,  when  they  were  arrested  after  a  botched 

robbery.

Hart was convicted of robbery and sentenced to life in 

prison. She served her sentence at the Yuma Territorial 

Prison, where she died in 1928.

Hart's  story  is  a  tragic  one,  but  it  is  also  a  story  of 

courage and resilience.  She was a  woman who lived 

outside the law, but she was also a woman who was 

determined to survive.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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