Sovereign Sense, Science, and

Judgment

Introduction

The pursuit of knowledge is a uniquely human
endeavor, one that has driven our species to explore
the vast expanse of the universe and the intricate
depths of our own minds. Since the dawn of time, we
have sought to understand the nature of reality, the
meaning of existence, and the purpose of our lives. In
this book, we will embark on an intellectual journey to
investigate the foundations of knowledge, exploring the
complex interplay between common sense, science,

and skepticism.

Our journey begins with an examination of the nature
of knowledge itself. What is knowledge, and how do we

acquire it? We will explore different theories of



knowledge, ranging from the rationalism of Plato and
Descartes to the empiricism of Locke and Hume. We
will also consider the limits of knowledge, recognizing
that there are some things that we may never be able to

know.

Next, we will turn our attention to skepticism, a
philosophical tradition that questions the possibility of
knowledge. We will examine the arguments of famous
skeptics such as Pyrrho and Sextus Empiricus, who
argued that all our beliefs are ultimately uncertain. We
will also consider the implications of skepticism, and
the ways in which it can challenge our most

fundamental assumptions about the world.

In contrast to skepticism, common sense is a body of
beliefs and practices that are widely held to be true and
reliable. We will explore the role of common sense in
knowledge, examining how it shapes our

understanding of the world and our interactions with



others. We will also consider the limits of common

sense, recognizing that it can sometimes lead us astray.

Science is a systematic method of acquiring knowledge
about the natural world. We will examine the methods
of science, including observation, experimentation, and
hypothesis testing. We will also consider the role of
science in knowledge, and the ways in which it has

revolutionized our understanding of the world.

Finally, we will explore the relationship between
knowledge and the good life. We will consider the role
of knowledge in achieving happiness, fulfillment, and
meaning. We will also consider the limits of knowledge,
recognizing that there are some things that we may

never be able to know.

Throughout this book, we will draw on a variety of
sources, including philosophy, history, science, and
literature. We will also engage with the work of
contemporary thinkers who are exploring new and

innovative ways of understanding the nature of
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knowledge. Our goal is to provide readers with a
comprehensive and thought-provoking examination of

this fundamental aspect of the human condition.



Book Description

In this thought-provoking and wide-ranging book,
Pasquale De Marco explores the foundations of
knowledge, delving into the complex interplay between
common sense, science, and skepticism. Drawing on a
variety of sources, including philosophy, history,
science, and literature, Pasquale De Marco provides a
comprehensive and accessible examination of this

fundamental aspect of the human condition.

The book begins with an exploration of the nature of
knowledge itself. What is knowledge, and how do we
acquire it? Pasquale De Marco examines different
theories of knowledge, ranging from the rationalism of
Plato and Descartes to the empiricism of Locke and
Hume. Pasquale De Marco also considers the limits of
knowledge, recognizing that there are some things that

we may never be able to know.



Next, the book turns its attention to skepticism, a
philosophical tradition that questions the possibility of
knowledge. Pasquale De Marco examines the
arguments of famous skeptics such as Pyrrho and
Sextus Empiricus, who argued that all our beliefs are
ultimately uncertain. Pasquale De Marco also considers
the implications of skepticism, and the ways in which it
can challenge our most fundamental assumptions

about the world.

In contrast to skepticism, common sense is a body of
beliefs and practices that are widely held to be true and
reliable. Pasquale De Marco explores the role of
common sense in knowledge, examining how it shapes
our understanding of the world and our interactions
with others. Pasquale De Marco also considers the
limits of common sense, recognizing that it can

sometimes lead us astray.

The book then examines the role of science in

knowledge, exploring the methods of science, including



observation, experimentation, and hypothesis testing.
Pasquale De Marco also considers the ways in which
science has revolutionized our understanding of the
world, and the limits of science, recognizing that there
are some things that science may never be able to

explain.

Finally, the book explores the relationship between
knowledge and the good life. Pasquale De Marco
considers the role of knowledge in achieving
happiness, fulfillment, and meaning. Pasquale De
Marco also considers the limits of knowledge,
recognizing that there are some things that we may

never be able to know.

Throughout the book, Pasquale De Marco engages with
the work of contemporary thinkers who are exploring
new and innovative ways of understanding the nature
of knowledge. Pasquale De Marco also provides readers

with thought-provoking questions and exercises to help



them reflect on their own beliefs and assumptions

about the world.



Chapter 1: The Nature of Knowledge

What is knowledge

Knowledge is a complex and multifaceted concept that
has been the subject of philosophical inquiry for
centuries. At its most basic level, knowledge can be
defined as justified true belief. In other words,
knowledge is something that we believe to be true, and

we have good reasons for believing it.

But what exactly are good reasons? And how do we
know when we have them? These are difficult
questions that philosophers have been debating for
centuries. Some philosophers argue that knowledge is
only possible through sense experience. Others argue
that knowledge is only possible through reason. And
still others argue that knowledge is a combination of

both sense experience and reason.

There is no easy answer to the question of what

knowledge is. But by exploring the different theories of
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knowledge, we can come to a better understanding of

this fundamental concept.

Theories of knowledge

There are many different theories of knowledge, each

with its own strengths and weaknesses. Some of the

most common theories of knowledge include:
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Rationalism: Rationalism is the view that
knowledge is only possible through reason.
Rationalists argue that the senses can be
deceptive, and that true knowledge can only be
obtained through the use of logic and reason.

Empiricism: Empiricism is the view that
knowledge 1is only possible through sense
experience. Empiricists argue that all of our
knowledge comes from our senses, and that
reason alone cannot provide us with knowledge.
Skepticism: Skepticism is the view that
knowledge is impossible. Skeptics argue that

there is no way to know anything for certain,



and that all of our beliefs are ultimately

uncertain.
The limits of knowledge

No matter which theory of knowledge we accept, there
are certain limits to what we can know. We can never
know everything about the world, and there are some
things that we may never be able to know. For
example, we may never know for sure whether or not

there is life on other planets.

The limits of knowledge are a humbling reminder of
our own finitude. But they are also a challenge to us to
continue to explore the world and to learn as much as

we can.
The value of knowledge

Knowledge is a valuable thing. It can help us to
understand the world around us, to make better

decisions, and to live more fulfilling lives. Knowledge
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can also help us to connect with others and to build a

better society.

The pursuit of knowledge is a lifelong journey. It is a
journey that is full of challenges, but it is also a journey

that is full of rewards.
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Chapter 1: The Nature of Knowledge

Different types of knowledge

Knowledge can be classified into different types based
on various criteria. One common distinction is between
propositional knowledge and non-propositional
knowledge. Propositional knowledge is knowledge that
can be expressed in the form of a proposition, or a
statement that is either true or false. For example, the
statement "the Earth is round" is a propositional
knowledge. Non-propositional knowledge, on the other
hand, is knowledge that cannot be expressed in the
form of a proposition. For example, the skill of riding a

bicycle is a non-propositional knowledge.

Another way to classify knowledge is by its source.
Some knowledge is acquired through direct experience,
while other knowledge is acquired through indirect
experience. Direct experience is knowledge that is

gained through our own senses. For example, we know
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that fire is hot because we have felt it with our own
skin. Indirect experience is knowledge that is gained
through the testimony of others or through reading
books. For example, we know that the Earth is round
because we have read it in books or heard it from

others.

Knowledge can also be classified by its degree of
certainty. Some knowledge is certain, while other
knowledge 1is wuncertain. Certain knowledge is
knowledge that is known to be true without any doubt.
For example, we know that 1 + 1 = 2. Uncertain
knowledge, on the other hand, is knowledge that is not
known to be true with certainty. For example, we may
know that it is likely to rain tomorrow, but we cannot

be certain of it.

Finally, knowledge can be classified by its scope. Some
knowledge is limited to a particular domain or field,
while other knowledge is more general. Domain-

specific knowledge is knowledge that is specific to a
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particular field or discipline. For example, a medical
doctor has domain-specific knowledge of medicine.
General knowledge, on the other hand, is knowledge
that is not limited to a particular field or discipline. For
example, everyone has general knowledge about the

world around them.

These are just a few of the ways to classify knowledge.
The different types of knowledge are often
interconnected and interdependent. For example, our
direct experiences can help us to acquire indirect
knowledge, and our certain knowledge can help us to
make informed decisions about uncertain knowledge.
Ultimately, the goal of knowledge is to help us to
understand the world around us and to make better

decisions.
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Chapter 1: The Nature of Knowledge

The sources of knowledge

There are many different sources of knowledge, each
with its strengths and weaknesses. Some of the most

common sources of knowledge include:

e Experience: We learn a great deal from our own
experiences. We learn about the world around
us by exploring it, interacting with it, and
making observations. We also learn from our
mistakes, and from the successes and failures of
others.

e Education: Formal education is another
important source of knowledge. Schools and
universities provide us with a structured
learning environment in which we can learn
about a wide range of subjects. We learn from
our teachers, from our classmates, and from the

books and other materials that we read.
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e Authority: We also learn from authority figures,
such as parents, teachers, and experts in various
fields. We trust that these authorities have
knowledge that we do not, and we rely on them
to teach us and to guide us.

e Media: The media is another important source of
knowledge. Newspapers, magazines, television,
and the internet all provide us with information
about the world around us. We learn about
current events, about new discoveries, and about
different cultures and perspectives.

e Intuition: Some people believe that we can also
learn from our intuition, or gut feeling. Intuition
is a kind of inner knowing that is not based on
logic or reason. It is often associated with

creativity and insight.

Each of these sources of knowledge has its own
advantages and disadvantages. Experience can be a

very valuable source of knowledge, but it can also be
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limited by our own personal biases and experiences.
Education can provide us with a broad and structured
understanding of the world, but it can also be dogmatic
and inflexible. Authority figures can be a source of
reliable information, but they can also be wrong or
biased. The media can provide us with up-to-date
information, but it can also be sensationalized or
inaccurate. Intuition can be a powerful tool, but it can

also be misleading.

The best way to learn is to use a variety of sources of
knowledge. By drawing on our own experiences, our
education, the advice of experts, the information
provided by the media, and our own intuition, we can
develop a more comprehensive and accurate

understanding of the world around us.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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