The People's Choice

Introduction

Pasquale De Marco, a renowned political commentator
and author, presents a thought-provoking and timely
examination of the state of American politics in The
People's Choice. Drawing on decades of experience
observing and analyzing the political landscape,
Pasquale De Marco offers unique insights into the
challenges facing the country and the opportunities for

progress.

In a world where political discourse is often polarized
and divisive, The People's Choice provides a refreshing
perspective that seeks to bridge divides and foster a
more constructive dialogue. Pasquale De Marco argues
that the key to revitalizing American democracy lies in
empowering the people and restoring faith in the

political system.



Throughout the book, Pasquale De Marco explores a
wide range of issues that are shaping the future of the
United States, including the rise of populism, the
decline of traditional political parties, the impact of
social media on political discourse, and the challenges
facing the American economy. Pasquale De Marco
believes that these challenges can be overcome if we
work together to find common ground and put the

interests of the American people first.

The People's Choice is a must-read for anyone who is
concerned about the future of American democracy.
Pasquale De Marco provides a clear-eyed assessment of
the challenges we face, but also offers a message of
hope and optimism. This book will inspire readers to
get involved in the political process and work towards

a better future for all Americans.



Book Description

The People's Choice is a timely and thought-provoking
examination of the state of American politics. Drawing
on decades of experience observing and analyzing the
political landscape, Pasquale De Marco offers unique
insights into the challenges facing the country and the

opportunities for progress.

In a world where political discourse is often polarized
and divisive, The People's Choice provides a refreshing
perspective that seeks to bridge divides and foster a
more constructive dialogue. Pasquale De Marco argues
that the key to revitalizing American democracy lies in
empowering the people and restoring faith in the

political system.

Throughout the book, Pasquale De Marco explores a
wide range of issues that are shaping the future of the
United States, including the rise of populism, the

decline of traditional political parties, the impact of



social media on political discourse, and the challenges
facing the American economy. Pasquale De Marco
believes that these challenges can be overcome if we
work together to find common ground and put the

interests of the American people first.

The People's Choice is a must-read for anyone who is
concerned about the future of American democracy.
Pasquale De Marco provides a clear-eyed assessment of
the challenges we face, but also offers a message of
hope and optimism. This book will inspire readers to
get involved in the political process and work towards

a better future for all Americans.

Incisive, thought-provoking, and deeply informed, The
People's Choice is an essential guide to the most
pressing issues facing the United States today. Pasquale
De Marco offers a unique perspective that is both
timely and timeless, providing insights that will

resonate with readers long after they finish the book.



Chapter 1: The People's Mandate

The rise of populism in American politics

Populism is a political ideology that emphasizes the
importance of the common person and distrust of
elites. It is often associated with nationalism and
protectionism. Populist movements have been on the
rise in the United States and around the world in recent

years.

There are a number of factors that have contributed to
the rise of populism in American politics. One factor is
the growing economic inequality in the United States.
The gap between the rich and the poor has been
widening for decades, and this has led to a sense of
frustration and resentment among many Americans.
Populist politicians have tapped into this anger by
promising to fight for the interests of the common

people.



Another factor that has contributed to the rise of
populism is the decline of traditional political parties.
The Republican and Democratic parties have become
increasingly polarized in recent years, and this has
made it difficult for them to address the concerns of
ordinary Americans. Populist politicians have been
able to capitalize on this dissatisfaction by offering
themselves as outsiders who are not beholden to

special interests.

The rise of social media has also played a role in the
rise of populism. Social media platforms have given
populist politicians a way to connect directly with
voters and bypass the traditional media. This has
allowed them to spread their message more easily and

to build a following of supporters.

The rise of populism is a significant challenge to
American democracy. Populist politicians often use

divisive rhetoric and they can appeal to people's fears



and prejudices. This can lead to increased polarization

and make it more difficult to find common ground.

It is important to note that not all populism is bad.
Populist movements can sometimes be a force for good.
They can give voice to the concerns of ordinary people
and they can help to hold elites accountable. However,
it is important to be aware of the dangers of populism

and to be vigilant against its excesses.

Populist movements can be a threat to democracy
because they can lead to the erosion of civil liberties
and the rule of law. Populist leaders often use
scapegoats to blame for the problems of society, and
this can lead to discrimination and violence. Populist
movements can also be a threat to the economy
because they can lead to protectionist policies that can

harm businesses and consumers.

It is important to be aware of the dangers of populism
and to be vigilant against its excesses. We must be

committed to defending democracy and the rule of law,
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and we must work to promote a more just and

equitable society.



Chapter 1: The People's Mandate

The decline of traditional political parties

The decline of traditional political parties is a global
phenomenon that has been observed in many
countries over the past few decades. In the United
States, the two major parties, the Democrats and
Republicans, have seen their share of the electorate
decline significantly. In the 2016 presidential election,
for example, only 55% of voters identified as either a

Democrat or a Republican, down from 64% in 1992.

There are a number of factors that have contributed to
the decline of traditional political parties. One factor is
the rise of independent voters. In 2016, 42% of voters
identified as independents, up from 38% in 1992.
Independent voters are more likely to be younger,
more educated, and more affluent than traditional
party voters. They are also more likely to be dissatisfied

with the two major parties.



Another factor that has contributed to the decline of
traditional political parties 1is the increasing
polarization of American politics. In recent years, the
two major parties have become increasingly divided on
a number of issues, including abortion, gun control,
and climate change. This polarization has made it
difficult for the parties to compromise and find
common ground. As a result, many voters have become
disillusioned with both parties and have chosen to

identify as independents.

The decline of traditional political parties has had a
number of consequences for American politics. One
consequence is that it has made it more difficult for the
government to function effectively. In the past, the two
major parties were able to work together to pass
legislation and resolve conflicts. However, in recent
years, the parties have become so polarized that it is
often difficult for them to agree on anything. This
gridlock has made it difficult for the government to

address the challenges facing the country.
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Another consequence of the decline of traditional
political parties is that it has given rise to a number of
new political movements. These movements, such as
the Tea Party and the Occupy Wall Street movement,
are often critical of both the Democratic and
Republican parties. They have also been able to attract
a significant following among voters who are

dissatisfied with the two major parties.

The decline of traditional political parties is a
significant challenge for American democracy. It has
made it more difficult for the government to function
effectively and has given rise to a number of new
political movements. It is unclear what the future holds
for traditional political parties, but it is clear that they

are facing a number of challenges.
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Chapter 1: The People's Mandate

The impact of social media on political

discourse

Social media has become an increasingly important
part of our lives. We use it to stay connected with
friends and family, to share our thoughts and
experiences, and to learn about the world around us.
It's no surprise, then, that social media has also had a

significant impact on political discourse.

On the one hand, social media has made it easier for
people to get involved in politics. In the past, people
who wanted to participate in the political process had
to attend rallies, write letters to their representatives,
or make phone calls. Today, thanks to social media,
people can voice their opinions and engage with

politicians and other citizens with just a few clicks.

Social media has also made it easier for people to learn
about different political perspectives. In the past,
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people were limited to getting their news and
information from a few traditional media sources, such
as newspapers, television, and radio. Today, thanks to
social media, people can access a wide range of news
and information sources, including independent
journalists, bloggers, and activists. This has led to a

more informed and engaged citizenry.

On the other hand, social media has also had some
negative effects on political discourse. One of the
biggest concerns is that social media has created echo
chambers, where people are only exposed to opinions
that they agree with. This can lead to a reinforcement
of existing biases and make it more difficult for people
to have open and honest conversations about

important issues.

Another concern is that social media has made it easier
for people to spread misinformation and propaganda.
In the past, it was more difficult for people to spread

false information because it had to go through
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traditional media outlets, which have a responsibility
to fact-check their reporting. Today, thanks to social
media, anyone can spread false information with just a
few clicks. This has led to a decline in trust in
traditional media and has made it more difficult for
people to make informed decisions about important

issues.

Overall, social media has had a significant impact on
political discourse. It has made it easier for people to
get involved in politics and to learn about different
political perspectives. However, it has also created echo
chambers and made it easier for people to spread
misinformation and propaganda. It is important to be
aware of both the positive and negative effects of social
media on political discourse so that we can use this

powerful tool to improve our democracy.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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