
Engraved  Legends:  The  Art  of 

Bookplates

Introduction

The  world  of  bookplates  is  a  fascinating  and 

multifaceted one, steeped in history, art,  and culture. 

These  small,  often  overlooked  works  of  art  offer  a 

glimpse  into  the  lives  and  minds  of  their  owners, 

providing  insights  into  their  interests,  values,  and 

personal stories.

From  their  humble  origins  as  simple  marks  of 

ownership  to  their  evolution  into  elaborate  and 

exquisitely  designed  works  of  art,  bookplates  have 

played a  significant  role  in  the history of  books and 

libraries.  They have served as a means of protection 

against theft and loss,  a way to organize and catalog 
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collections,  and  a  form  of  personal  expression  and 

identity.

Over  the centuries,  bookplates  have been created by 

some  of  the  most  renowned  artists  and  designers, 

including  Albrecht  Dürer,  William  Hogarth,  Aubrey 

Beardsley, and Kate Greenaway. These artists brought 

their  unique  styles  and  sensibilities  to  the  art  of 

bookplate design, creating works that are both visually 

stunning and historically significant.

In addition to their aesthetic value, bookplates are also 

valuable  historical  documents.  They  provide  insights 

into the social, cultural, and intellectual history of the 

periods  in  which  they  were  created.  By  studying 

bookplates,  we  can  learn  about  the  reading  habits, 

tastes, and interests of people from different times and 

places.

Bookplates  are  not  only  found  in  rare  books  and 

special  collections.  They can also  be  found in  public 

libraries,  bookstores,  and  even  garage  sales.  With  a 
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little patience and effort, anyone can start a collection 

of  bookplates.  Collecting  bookplates  is  a  fun  and 

rewarding hobby that can be enjoyed by people of all 

ages.

The  enduring  legacy  of  bookplates  is  a  testament  to 

their  beauty,  their  historical  significance,  and  their 

personal appeal. These small works of art continue to 

captivate  and  inspire  people  around  the  world,  and 

they  are  sure  to  continue  to  be  treasured  for 

generations to come.
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Book Description

Engraved  Legends:  The  Art  of  Bookplates  is  a 

captivating journey into the world of these small, often 

overlooked works of art. From their humble origins as 

simple  marks  of  ownership  to  their  evolution  into 

elaborate  and  exquisitely  designed  creations, 

bookplates have played a significant role in the history 

of books and libraries.

This  comprehensive  book  explores  the  fascinating 

history of bookplates, tracing their development from 

their  early  beginnings  in  the  15th  century  to  their 

widespread use in the 19th and 20th centuries. It also 

examines the different types of bookplates, from simple 

armorial  designs  to  elaborate  pictorial  scenes,  and 

discusses the various techniques used to create them, 

including engraving, etching, and lithography.

Engraved Legends also features a gallery of some of the 

most beautiful and significant bookplates ever created. 
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These stunning images showcase the incredible artistry 

and  craftsmanship  of  the  bookplate  designers  who 

created them, and provide a glimpse into the lives and 

minds of the book owners who commissioned them.

In addition to its historical and artistic value, Engraved 

Legends  also  explores  the  personal  and  cultural 

significance  of  bookplates.  These  small  works  of  art 

offer insights  into  the interests,  values,  and personal 

stories  of  their  owners,  and  can  provide  valuable 

information about the social, cultural, and intellectual 

history of the periods in which they were created.

Whether  you are  a  book collector,  a  history  buff,  or 

simply  someone  who  appreciates  beautiful  art, 

Engraved Legends is a must-have for your library. This 

stunning book is a celebration of the art of bookplates, 

and a testament to their enduring legacy.
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Chapter 1: The Story of a Bookplate

The History of Bookplates

Bookplates,  also known as  ex libris,  have a  rich and 

fascinating  history  that  spans  over  centuries.  Their 

origins  can be traced back to  the Middle Ages when 

they were primarily used as marks of  ownership for 

valuable  books  and  manuscripts.  These  early 

bookplates  were  often  simple  and  functional, 

consisting  of  a  name  or  initials,  sometimes 

accompanied by a symbol or device.

As the printing press revolutionized book production in 

the  15th  century,  bookplates  became more  elaborate 

and  artistic.  Wealthy  and  influential  individuals 

commissioned artists to create personalized bookplates 

that reflected their interests, values, and social status. 

These bookplates often incorporated intricate designs, 

coats of arms, and classical motifs.
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During the 18th and 19th centuries, bookplates reached 

the  height  of  their  popularity.  They  became  a 

widespread phenomenon among all  levels  of  society, 

from royalty to commoners. Bookplate design became 

increasingly  sophisticated,  with  artists  experimenting 

with different styles, techniques, and materials. Some 

of  the  most  renowned  artists  of  the  time,  such  as 

Albrecht  Dürer,  William  Hogarth,  and  Aubrey 

Beardsley,  created  bookplates  that  are  still  admired 

today for their beauty and craftsmanship.

In the early 20th century, the advent of mass-produced 

books  led  to  a  decline  in  the  popularity  of  custom-

designed bookplates. However, there was a revival of 

interest  in  bookplates  in  the  latter  half  of  the  20th 

century, and today, bookplates continue to be created 

and collected by people all over the world.

Bookplates  have served various purposes  throughout 

history.  They  have  been  used  to  mark  ownership, 

identify  libraries  and  institutions,  promote  literacy, 
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and even commemorate special events or people. Over 

time,  bookplates  have  evolved  into  a  unique  and 

cherished  form  of  art  that  reflects  the  cultural  and 

social history of different periods.
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Chapter 1: The Story of a Bookplate

The Purpose of a Bookplate

A  bookplate,  also  known  as  an  ex  libris,  is  a  small, 

printed  label  that  is  affixed to  the  inside  cover  of  a 

book to indicate ownership.  Although they date back 

centuries,  bookplates  continue  to  be  popular  today 

among  book  lovers  and  collectors.  In  recent  years, 

there has been a resurgence of interest in bookplates, 

as more and more people are discovering the beauty 

and charm of these small works of art.

Bookplates  serve  a  variety  of  purposes.  First  and 

foremost, they are a way to mark one's ownership of a 

book. This is especially important for valuable or rare 

books, as it helps to prevent theft and loss. Bookplates 

can also be used to organize a library or collection. By 

affixing  a  bookplate  to  each  book,  one  can  easily 

identify which books belong to a particular collection.
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Beyond their practical uses,  bookplates can also be a 

form  of  personal  expression.  They  can  be  used  to 

reflect  the  owner's  interests,  hobbies,  or  values.  For 

example,  a  bookplate  might  feature  a  design  that 

represents the owner's favorite sport, hobby, or literary 

genre.

Bookplates can also be used to commemorate a special 

event or occasion. For example, a bookplate might be 

given as a gift to celebrate a wedding, anniversary, or 

graduation.  Bookplates  can  also  be  used  to  mark  a 

change in ownership, such as when a book is passed 

down from one generation to the next.

No  matter  what  their  purpose,  bookplates  are  a 

beautiful and unique way to personalize one's books. 

They are a reminder of the history and provenance of a 

book, and they can also be a source of inspiration and 

enjoyment for the reader.

Here are some of the specific purposes that bookplates 

can serve:

10



 To indicate ownership: Bookplates are a clear 

and concise way to show who owns a particular 

book. This is especially important for valuable or 

rare books, as it helps to prevent theft and loss.

 To organize a library or collection: Bookplates 

can be used to easily identify which books belong 

to  a  particular  collection.  This  is  especially 

helpful for large or specialized collections.

 To express  personal  taste: Bookplates  can be 

used to reflect the owner's interests, hobbies, or 

values. For example, a bookplate might feature a 

design that represents the owner's favorite sport, 

hobby, or literary genre.

 To commemorate a special event or occasion: 

Bookplates can be given as a gift to celebrate a 

wedding, anniversary, or graduation. Bookplates 

can also be used to mark a change in ownership, 

such as when a book is passed down from one 

generation to the next.
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Bookplates  are  a  beautiful  and  unique  way  to 

personalize  one's  books.  They are  a  reminder  of  the 

history and provenance of a book, and they can also be 

a source of inspiration and enjoyment for the reader.
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Chapter 1: The Story of a Bookplate

Different Types of Bookplates

Bookplates come in a wide variety of shapes, sizes, and 

designs,  reflecting  the  creativity  and  individuality  of 

their  owners.  Some  of  the  most  common  types  of 

bookplates include:

Armorial  bookplates: These  bookplates  feature  the 

owner's  coat  of  arms or family crest.  They are often 

elaborate  and  ornate,  and  they  can  provide  insights 

into the owner's lineage and social status.

Pictorial  bookplates: These  bookplates  feature  a 

picture or illustration, such as a landscape, a portrait, 

or a scene from a book. They are often more personal 

and whimsical than armorial bookplates, and they can 

reflect the owner's interests and hobbies.

Motto  bookplates: These  bookplates  feature  a  short 

phrase or motto that is meaningful to the owner. They 
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are often simple and elegant, and they can convey a lot 

of meaning in a few words.

Name bookplates: These bookplates simply feature the 

owner's name, often in a decorative font or style. They 

are the most common type of bookplate, and they are 

often  used  by  people  who  want  to  keep  their 

bookplates simple and understated.

Ex  libris  bookplates: These  bookplates  feature  the 

Latin phrase "Ex libris," which means "From the library 

of." They are often used by libraries and institutions to 

mark  their  books,  and  they  can  also  be  used  by 

individuals  to  indicate  that  a  book  belongs  to  their 

personal collection.

In addition to these common types of bookplates, there 

are  also  many other  unique and unusual  bookplates 

that have been created over the years. Some bookplates 

are made of unusual materials, such as wood or metal. 

Others feature intricate designs that are hand-painted 

or  engraved.  No  matter  what  their  style  or  design, 
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bookplates are all works of art that can add beauty and 

personality to any book collection.

15



This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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