
The  Evolving  Landscape  of  Taiwanese 

Literature

Introduction

Taiwanese  literature  has  undergone  a  remarkable 

transformation  in  recent  decades,  reflecting  the 

island's rapidly changing political, economic, and social 

landscape.  This  book  explores  the  complex  interplay 

between literature and society in Taiwan,  examining 

how  writers  have  responded  to  the  challenges  and 

opportunities of a rapidly modernizing nation.

The book begins  by  examining the  legacy of  martial 

law, which ended in 1987 after nearly four decades of 

authoritarian rule. Martial law had a profound impact 

on Taiwanese literature, stifling freedom of expression 

and  forcing  writers  to  adopt  indirect  and  allegorical 

forms of writing. However, it also gave rise to a new 
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generation  of  writers  who  were  determined  to  use 

literature to challenge the status quo.

After the lifting of martial law, Taiwan experienced a 

period of rapid economic growth and democratization. 

These changes led to a corresponding boom in literary 

production,  as  writers  were  finally  able  to  express 

themselves  freely.  New  literary  trends  emerged, 

including  nativist  literature,  which  focused  on  the 

experiences  of  ordinary  Taiwanese  people,  and 

experimental literature, which pushed the boundaries 

of form and content.

However,  the  rise  of  market  forces  also  had  a 

significant impact on Taiwanese literature. The growth 

of  commercial  publishing houses  led to  a  shift  away 

from literary quality towards mass appeal. This led to a 

decline in the status of the writer and made it  more 

difficult for new writers to break into the market.

Despite  these  challenges,  Taiwanese  literature 

continues  to  thrive.  A  new  generation  of  writers  is 
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emerging  who  are  using  their  work  to  explore  the 

island's  complex  history,  culture,  and identity.  These 

writers  are  also  finding  new  ways  to  engage  with 

readers, using social media and other digital platforms 

to share their work and connect with audiences around 

the world.

This book provides a comprehensive overview of the 

development of Taiwanese literature from the end of 

martial law to the present day. It is essential reading 

for  anyone  interested  in  modern  Taiwanese  culture 

and society.
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Book Description

Taiwanese  literature  has  undergone  a  remarkable 

transformation  in  recent  decades,  reflecting  the 

island's rapidly changing political, economic, and social 

landscape.  This  book  explores  the  complex  interplay 

between literature and society in Taiwan,  examining 

how  writers  have  responded  to  the  challenges  and 

opportunities of a rapidly modernizing nation.

The book begins  by  examining the  legacy of  martial 

law, which ended in 1987 after nearly four decades of 

authoritarian rule. Martial law had a profound impact 

on Taiwanese literature, stifling freedom of expression 

and  forcing  writers  to  adopt  indirect  and  allegorical 

forms of writing. However, it also gave rise to a new 

generation  of  writers  who  were  determined  to  use 

literature to challenge the status quo.

After the lifting of martial law, Taiwan experienced a 

period of rapid economic growth and democratization. 
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These changes led to a corresponding boom in literary 

production,  as  writers  were  finally  able  to  express 

themselves  freely.  New  literary  trends  emerged, 

including  nativist  literature,  which  focused  on  the 

experiences  of  ordinary  Taiwanese  people,  and 

experimental literature, which pushed the boundaries 

of form and content.

However,  the  rise  of  market  forces  also  had  a 

significant impact on Taiwanese literature. The growth 

of  commercial  publishing houses  led to  a  shift  away 

from literary quality towards mass appeal. This led to a 

decline in the status of the writer and made it  more 

difficult for new writers to break into the market.

Despite  these  challenges,  Taiwanese  literature 

continues  to  thrive.  A  new  generation  of  writers  is 

emerging  who  are  using  their  work  to  explore  the 

island's  complex  history,  culture,  and identity.  These 

writers  are  also  finding  new  ways  to  engage  with 

readers, using social media and other digital platforms 
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to share their work and connect with audiences around 

the world.

This book provides a comprehensive overview of the 

development of Taiwanese literature from the end of 

martial law to the present day. It is essential reading 

for  anyone  interested  in  modern  Taiwanese  culture 

and society.
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Chapter 1: Literary Taiwan in Flux

1. Taiwan's unique literary history

Taiwan has a long and rich literary history that dates 

back  centuries.  The  island's  unique  geographical 

location and political status have shaped its literature 

in many ways.

Taiwan is located at the crossroads of East Asia, and its 

literature  has  been  influenced  by  both  Chinese  and 

Japanese culture. In addition, Taiwan has a significant 

indigenous population, and their culture and languages 

have also influenced Taiwanese literature.

Taiwan's  political  status has also played a significant 

role in shaping its literature. The island was ruled by 

Japan  from  1895  to  1945,  and  this  period  had  a 

profound impact on Taiwanese literature. After the end 

of  World  War  II,  Taiwan  became  a  province  of  the 

Republic  of  China,  and  the  island's  literature  was 

heavily censored by the Kuomintang government.
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In the 1980s, Taiwan began to democratize, and this led 

to a flowering of literary activity. Writers were finally 

able  to  express  themselves  freely,  and  new  literary 

trends began to emerge. Today, Taiwan has a vibrant 

and  diverse  literary  scene,  and  its  writers  are 

producing  some of  the  most  exciting  and  innovative 

literature in the world.

Taiwan's unique literary history is reflected in its 

diverse literary genres.

 Nativist  literature: This  genre  focuses  on  the 

experiences of ordinary Taiwanese people, and it 

often uses local dialects and colloquialisms.

 Experimental literature: This genre pushes the 

boundaries  of  form  and  content,  and  it  often 

explores  new  and  innovative  ways  of  telling 

stories.

 Historical fiction: This genre tells stories about 

Taiwan's past, and it often explores the island's 

complex history and culture.
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 Science fiction and fantasy: These genres  are 

becoming  increasingly  popular  in  Taiwan,  and 

they  offer  readers  a  glimpse  into  new  and 

imagined worlds.

Taiwan's literary history is a complex and fascinating 

one,  and  it  is  still  evolving  today.  As  the  island 

continues  to  change  and  grow,  its  literature  will 

continue  to  reflect  its  unique  experiences  and 

perspectives.
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Chapter 1: Literary Taiwan in Flux

2.  The  impact  of  political  and  economic 

changes on Taiwanese literature

The political  and economic  changes  that  Taiwan has 

undergone  in  recent  decades  have  had  a  profound 

impact on its literature.

The  lifting  of  martial  law  in  1987  was  a  watershed 

moment  for  Taiwanese  literature.  For  nearly  four 

decades, martial law had stifled freedom of expression 

and  forced  writers  to  adopt  indirect  and  allegorical 

forms of writing. After martial law was lifted, writers 

were finally able to express themselves freely,  and a 

new era of Taiwanese literature began.

The  1990s  saw  a  boom  in  Taiwanese  literature,  as 

writers  explored  new  themes  and  styles.  Nativist 

literature,  which  focused  on  the  experiences  of 

ordinary  Taiwanese  people,  became  popular. 
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Experimental literature, which pushed the boundaries 

of form and content, also flourished.

However,  the  rise  of  market  forces  also  had  a 

significant impact on Taiwanese literature. The growth 

of  commercial  publishing houses  led to  a  shift  away 

from literary quality towards mass appeal. This led to a 

decline in the status of the writer and made it  more 

difficult for new writers to break into the market.

In recent years, there has been a growing interest in 

Taiwanese literature outside of Taiwan. This is due in 

part to the efforts of Taiwanese writers who have been 

actively promoting their work internationally. It is also 

due to the growing interest in Taiwan as a whole, as the 

island  has  become  a  major  player  in  the  global 

economy.

The  impact  of  political  and  economic  changes  on 

Taiwanese  literature  is  a  complex  and  multifaceted 

issue. However, one thing is clear: these changes have 

led to a new era of Taiwanese literature that is more 

11



diverse,  vibrant,  and internationally  recognized  than 

ever before.
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Chapter 1: Literary Taiwan in Flux

3. The emergence of new literary trends

After  the  lifting  of  martial  law  in  1987,  Taiwan 

experienced  a  period  of  rapid  economic  growth and 

democratization. These changes led to a corresponding 

boom  in  literary  production,  as  writers  were  finally 

able to express themselves freely. New literary trends 

emerged,  reflecting  the  island's  rapidly  changing 

political, economic, and social landscape.

One  of  the  most  significant  new  trends  was  nativist 

literature,  which  focused  on  the  experiences  of 

ordinary Taiwanese people. Nativist writers sought to 

break away from the traditional focus on elite culture 

and  to  explore  the  lives  of  the  working  class,  the 

peasantry,  and  the  indigenous  peoples  of  Taiwan. 

Nativist  literature  often  employed  local  dialects  and 

colloquialisms, and it often dealt with themes of social 

injustice and inequality.
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Another  important  new  trend  was  experimental 

literature,  which pushed the boundaries of form and 

content. Experimental writers experimented with new 

narrative techniques, such as stream-of-consciousness 

and  collage,  and  they  often  explored  taboo  subjects, 

such as sexuality and violence. Experimental literature 

was often met  with resistance from more traditional 

critics, but it also attracted a devoted following among 

younger readers.

In addition to  nativist  and experimental  literature,  a 

number  of  other  new  literary  trends  emerged  in 

Taiwan in the post-martial law era. These included:

 Postmodern  literature: Postmodern  writers 

challenged  the  traditional  notions  of  truth, 

reality, and the self. They often employed irony, 

satire, and pastiche in their work.

 Feminist  literature: Feminist  writers  explored 

the  experiences  of  women  in  Taiwan  and 

challenged traditional gender roles.
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 Queer  literature: Queer  writers  explored  the 

experiences  of  LGBTQ  people  in  Taiwan  and 

challenged  traditional  notions  of  sexuality  and 

gender.

 Diaspora literature: Diaspora writers explored 

the  experiences  of  Taiwanese  people  living 

outside of Taiwan.

These  new  literary  trends  reflected  the  rapidly 

changing political,  economic,  and social  landscape of 

Taiwan in the post-martial law era. They also reflected 

the  growing  diversity  of  Taiwanese  society  and  the 

increasing  willingness  of  writers  to  challenge 

traditional norms and values.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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