Suburban Nation: The Rise, Fall, and

Revival of Modern Suburbia

Introduction

The American suburb has been a defining feature of
the country's landscape and culture for over a century.
From the early days of streetcar suburbs to the
sprawling developments of the postwar era, suburbs
have played a major role in shaping the way Americans

live.

In recent years, however, the suburbs have come
under increasing scrutiny. Critics argue that they are
too car-dependent, too segregated, and too
environmentally unsustainable. They also point to the
rising cost of housing in suburbs, which has made it

difficult for many families to afford a home.



Despite these challenges, the suburbs remain a popular
choice for many Americans. They offer a sense of
community, good schools, and a relatively safe
environment. Suburbs are also often seen as a place to

escape the hustle and bustle of city life.

In the book Suburban Nation: The Rise, Fall, and
Revival of Modern Suburbia, Pasquale De Marco takes
a comprehensive look at the history, present, and
future of the American suburb. Pasquale De Marco
argues that suburbs are not inherently bad, but that
they need to be reimagined to meet the needs of the

21st century.

Pasquale De Marco proposes a number of ways to
make suburbs more sustainable, more equitable, and
more livable. These include increasing density,
improving public transportation, and investing in
affordable housing. Pasquale De Marco also argues for
the importance of preserving the sense of community

that is so often found in suburbs.



Suburban Nation is a timely and important book that
offers a fresh perspective on one of the most important
aspects of American life. Pasquale De Marco provides a
wealth of data and insight, and he makes a compelling
case for why we need to rethink the way we live in

suburbs.

If you are interested in the future of the American
suburb, then you should read Suburban Nation.
Pasquale De Marco offers a clear-eyed look at the
challenges facing suburbs, and he provides a number
of thoughtful solutions. Suburban Nation is a must-read
for anyone who cares about the future of our

communities.



Book Description

Suburban Nation: The Rise, Fall, and Revival of Modern
Suburbia is a comprehensive look at the history,
present, and future of the American suburb. Pasquale
De Marco argues that suburbs are not inherently bad,
but that they need to be reimagined to meet the needs

of the 21st century.

Pasquale De Marco provides a wealth of data and
insight, and he makes a compelling case for why we
need to rethink the way we live in suburbs. Suburban
Nation is a must-read for anyone who cares about the

future of our communities.

In Suburban Nation, Pasquale De Marco explores the

many challenges facing suburbs today, including:

e The increasing cost of housing
e The lack of affordable housing
e The decline of public transportation

e The rise of car dependence



e The environmental impact of suburban sprawl

Pasquale De Marco also offers a number of thoughtful

solutions to these challenges, including:

Increasing density

e Improving public transportation

Investing in affordable housing

e Preserving the sense of community

Suburban Nation is a timely and important book that
offers a fresh perspective on one of the most important
aspects of American life. Pasquale De Marco provides a
clear-eyed look at the challenges facing suburbs, and
he provides a number of thoughtful solutions.
Suburban Nation is a must-read for anyone who cares

about the future of our communities.

Whether you are a resident of a suburb, a city, or a
rural area, Suburban Nation will give you a new
understanding of the challenges and opportunities

facing our communities. Pasquale De Marco offers a



wealth of data and insight, and he makes a compelling
case for why we need to rethink the way we live.
Suburban Nation is a must-read for anyone who cares

about the future of our communities.



Chapter 1: The Suburban Dream

The allure of suburbia

The allure of suburbia lies in its promise of a better life.
A life with more space, more privacy, and more safety.
A life with better schools, better jobs, and better
opportunities. For many Americans, the suburbs

represent the American Dream.

The suburbs first began to develop in the late 19th
century, as a way for people to escape the crowded and
unsanitary conditions of the city. The first suburbs
were small, close-knit communities, often centered
around a church or a school. As the suburbs grew, they
began to take on a more standardized form. Houses
were built in rows, with each house having its own
yard. The streets were wide and tree-lined. And the
community was governed by a homeowner's

association.



The suburbs offered a number of advantages over the
city. They were cleaner, safer, and more spacious. They
had better schools and better jobs. And they offered a

sense of community that was often lacking in the city.

In the early 20th century, the suburbs began to boom.
The automobile made it possible for people to live
further away from their jobs, and the suburbs became
increasingly popular. By the 1950s, the suburbs were

home to a majority of Americans.

The suburbs have continued to grow in popularity in
the 21st century. Today, over half of Americans live in
suburbs. The suburbs offer a number of advantages
over the city, including more space, more privacy, and
more safety. They also offer a sense of community that

is often lacking in the city.

The suburbs are not without their critics. Some critics
argue that the suburbs are too car-dependent, too

segregated, and too environmentally unsustainable.



Others argue that the suburbs are too boring and too

conformist.

Despite these criticisms, the suburbs remain a popular
choice for many Americans. The suburbs offer a
number of advantages over the city, including more
space, more privacy, and more safety. They also offer a

sense of community that is often lacking in the city.

Whether you love them or hate them, the suburbs are a
major part of the American landscape. They are home
to a majority of Americans, and they play a major role

in the American economy and culture.



Chapter 1: The Suburban Dream

The history of suburban development

The history of suburban development in the United
States is closely tied to the history of transportation. In
the early 19th century, most Americans lived in rural
areas and worked in agriculture. However, the
Industrial Revolution led to a rapid increase in
urbanization, as people moved to cities to find work in

factories and other industries.

By the end of the 19th century, cities were becoming
increasingly crowded and polluted. In response, some
people began to move to the suburbs, which were seen
as a healthier and more pleasant place to live. The
development of the streetcar made it possible for
people to live in the suburbs and still commute to work

in the city.

The automobile further accelerated the growth of

suburbs in the early 20th century. Cars made it possible
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for people to live even further from the city, and they
also made it easier for people to get around within the
suburbs. As a result, suburbs grew rapidly in the
postwar era, and by the 1960s, most Americans lived in

suburbs.

In recent years, there has been a growing trend
towards urban living. However, suburbs remain a
popular choice for many Americans, and they are likely
to continue to play a major role in the country's

landscape for many years to come.
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Chapter 1: The Suburban Dream

The social and economic benefits of suburbs

Suburbs offer a number of social and economic

benefits to their residents.

One of the biggest benefits of living in the suburbs is
the sense of community. Suburbs are often smaller and
more close-knit than cities, which can make it easier to

get to know your neighbors and build relationships.

In addition, suburbs often have a strong sense of local
identity, which can be expressed through community

events, festivals, and other activities.

Another benefit of living in the suburbs is the access to
good schools. Suburban schools are often well-funded
and have a strong academic reputation. This can be a

major draw for families with children.

Suburbs also offer a number of economic benefits.
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One of the biggest benefits is the lower cost of living.
Suburbs are often more affordable than cities, which

can make it easier to buy a home and raise a family.

In addition, suburbs often have lower taxes than cities,

which can save residents even more money.

Finally, suburbs often have a strong job market. Many
businesses are located in or near suburbs, which can

make it easier for residents to find work.

Of course, there are also some drawbacks to living in

the suburbs.

One of the biggest drawbacks is the lack of diversity.
Suburbs are often more segregated than cities, which
can make it difficult for residents to meet people from

different backgrounds.

Another drawback is the lack of public transportation.
Suburbs are often car-dependent, which can make it

difficult to get around without a car.
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Overall, the suburbs offer a number of social and

economic benefits to their residents.

While there are also some drawbacks, the benefits of

living in the suburbs often outweigh the drawbacks.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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