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Introduction

White-collar crime is a serious problem that costs the 

United States billions of dollars each year. It can take 

many  forms,  including  fraud,  embezzlement,  and 

insider  trading.  While  white-collar  criminals  often 

appear  to  be  respectable  and  trustworthy,  they  can 

cause significant harm to individuals, businesses, and 

the economy as a whole.

In  White-Collar  Criminals:  Anatomy  of  a  Scheme, 

Pasquale De Marco takes a deep dive into the world of 

white-collar  crime,  exploring  the  motivations  of  the 

criminals,  the methods they use,  and the devastating 

consequences  of  their  actions.  Pasquale  De  Marco 

draws on real-life case studies to illustrate the different 
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types of white-collar crime and the challenges involved 

in investigating and prosecuting these cases.

Pasquale De Marco also provides practical  advice on 

how  to  protect  yourself  from  becoming  a  victim  of 

white-collar crime. By understanding the red flags and 

warning signs, you can take steps to minimize your risk 

of being targeted.

Whether  you  are  a  business  owner,  an  investor,  or 

simply  a  concerned  citizen,  White-Collar  Criminals: 

Anatomy  of  a  Scheme  is  a  must-read.  It  is  an 

informative  and  eye-opening  account  of  one  of  the 

most pressing issues facing our society today.

White-collar crime is often seen as a victimless crime, 

but  nothing  could  be  further  from  the  truth.  The 

victims of white-collar crime are often ordinary people 

who have been swindled out of their life savings or had 

their  identities  stolen.  Businesses  that  fall  victim  to 

white-collar  crime  can  suffer  financial  losses, 

reputational  damage,  and  even  bankruptcy.  And  the 
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economy  as  a  whole  suffers  when  white-collar 

criminals manipulate the markets or engage in other 

illegal  activities  that  undermine  the  integrity  of  our 

financial system.

It is important to remember that white-collar crime is 

not  a  victimless  crime.  The  victims  of  white-collar 

crime  are  often  ordinary  people  who  have  been 

swindled out of their life savings or had their identities 

stolen. Businesses that fall victim to white-collar crime 

can suffer  financial  losses,  reputational  damage,  and 

even bankruptcy. And the economy as a whole suffers 

when white-collar criminals manipulate the markets or 

engage  in  other  illegal  activities  that  undermine  the 

integrity of our financial system.
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Book Description

White-Collar Criminals:  Anatomy of a Scheme is  a 

comprehensive guide to white-collar crime, exploring 

the motivations of the criminals, the methods they use, 

and  the  devastating  consequences  of  their  actions. 

Drawing on real-life case studies,  Pasquale De Marco 

provides a detailed and eye-opening account of one of 

the most pressing issues facing our society today.

White-collar crime is often seen as a victimless crime, 

but  nothing  could  be  further  from  the  truth.  The 

victims of white-collar crime are often ordinary people 

who have been swindled out of their life savings or had 

their  identities  stolen.  Businesses  that  fall  victim  to 

white-collar  crime  can  suffer  financial  losses, 

reputational  damage,  and  even  bankruptcy.  And  the 

economy  as  a  whole  suffers  when  white-collar 

criminals manipulate the markets or engage in other 

illegal  activities  that  undermine  the  integrity  of  our 

financial system.
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In  White-Collar  Criminals:  Anatomy  of  a  Scheme, 

Pasquale  De  Marco  provides  a  comprehensive 

overview of the different types of white-collar crime, 

including:

 Fraud

 Embezzlement

 Insider trading

 Money laundering

 Identity theft

Pasquale  De  Marco  also  discusses  the  challenges 

involved in investigating and prosecuting white-collar 

crime, and provides practical advice on how to protect 

yourself from becoming a victim.

Whether  you  are  a  business  owner,  an  investor,  or 

simply  a  concerned citizen,  White-Collar  Criminals: 

Anatomy  of  a  Scheme is  a  must-read.  It  is  an 

informative  and  eye-opening  account  of  one  of  the 

most pressing issues facing our society today.
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Pasquale De Marco is a leading expert on white-collar 

crime. Pasquale De Marco has written extensively on 

the subject and has appeared on numerous television 

and  radio  programs  to  discuss  white-collar  crime. 

Pasquale  De Marco is  also  a  sought-after  speaker  on 

white-collar crime and has lectured at universities and 

conferences around the country.

White-Collar Criminals:  Anatomy of a Scheme is  a 

valuable resource for anyone who wants to learn more 

about  white-collar  crime.  It  is  also  a  must-read  for 

anyone  who  is  interested  in  protecting  themselves 

from becoming a victim of white-collar crime. 

6



Chapter 1: The Masterminds

John and Martha Herring: A Profile

John  and  Martha  Herring  were  the  epitome  of  the 

American  dream.  They  had  a  beautiful  home,  a 

successful  business,  and  two  lovely  children.  But 

behind their facade of respectability, they were hiding 

a dark secret: they were white-collar criminals.

John Herring was a brilliant businessman with a knack 

for  numbers.  Martha  Herring  was  a  charming  and 

charismatic woman with a gift for gab. Together, they 

used  their  skills  to  swindle  millions  of  dollars  from 

unsuspecting investors.

The Herrings'  scheme was simple but  effective.  They 

would  start  by  befriending potential  victims,  gaining 

their  trust  by  showering  them  with  attention  and 

affection.  Once  they  had  established  a  rapport,  they 

would  begin  to  talk  about  their  investment 

opportunities.  The  Herrings  would  promise  their 
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victims high returns on their investment, but in reality, 

they were simply pocketing the money.

For years, the Herrings managed to keep their scheme 

a secret. They lived a lavish lifestyle, spending money 

on  luxury  cars,  jewelry,  and  travel.  But  their  luck 

couldn't last forever. Eventually, their victims began to 

suspect that something was amiss.

In 2010, the Herrings were arrested and charged with 

multiple  counts  of  fraud.  They  were  convicted  and 

sentenced to prison. The Herrings' story is a cautionary 

tale  about  the  dangers  of  white-collar  crime.  It  is  a 

reminder that even the most respected and seemingly 

trustworthy people can be capable of terrible crimes.

The  Herrings'  scheme  was  not  an  isolated  incident. 

White-collar crime is a serious problem in the United 

States,  costing  businesses  and  individuals  billions  of 

dollars  each  year.  White-collar  criminals  often  use 

their intelligence and charm to gain the trust of their 

victims, making it difficult to detect their crimes.
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If you are ever approached by someone offering you an 

investment opportunity that seems too good to be true, 

be wary. It is always best to do your research and make 

sure that you are dealing with a reputable company.

White-collar crime is a complex and multifaceted issue. 

There is no easy solution, but there are steps that can 

be taken to reduce the risk of becoming a victim. By 

understanding the red flags of white-collar crime and 

by being vigilant, you can protect yourself from these 

criminals.
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Chapter 1: The Masterminds

The Psychology of White-Collar Crime

White-collar  crime  is  often  seen  as  a  rational  act, 

committed by intelligent and sophisticated individuals 

who  carefully  calculate  the  risks  and  rewards. 

However,  research has shown that the psychology of 

white-collar criminals is often more complex than this.

One  of  the  most  striking  features  of  white-collar 

criminals is their ability to rationalize their behavior. 

They often see themselves as victims of circumstance 

or as being above the law. They may also believe that 

their  actions  are  justified,  or  that  they  are  simply 

taking advantage of opportunities that others have not.

Another  common  trait  of  white-collar  criminals  is  a 

lack of empathy for their victims. They may see their 

victims as faceless corporations or as people who are 

simply getting what they deserve. This lack of empathy 
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makes  it  easier  for  them  to  commit  crimes  without 

feeling guilty or remorseful.

White-collar criminals often have a high degree of self-

confidence and a strong sense of entitlement. They may 

believe that they are smarter than others and that they 

deserve  to  be  wealthy  and  successful.  This  sense  of 

entitlement can lead them to take risks that they would 

not otherwise take.

Finally,  white-collar  criminals  often  have  a  need  for 

power and control. They may enjoy the feeling of being 

in charge and of being able to manipulate others. This 

need for power and control can lead them to commit 

crimes in order to gain or maintain control over others.

The psychology of white-collar crime is a complex and 

fascinating  topic.  By  understanding  the  motivations 

and personality traits of white-collar criminals, we can 

better prevent and prosecute these crimes.
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Chapter 1: The Masterminds

The Grooming Process:  How Criminals  Gain 

Trust

White-collar criminals are often skilled at gaining the 

trust of their victims. They may spend months or even 

years  cultivating  a  relationship  with  their  target, 

building trust and rapport before they finally strike.

There  are  a  number  of  tactics  that  white-collar 

criminals use to groom their victims. They may:

 Befriend  their  victims. White-collar  criminals 

often target people they know and trust, such as 

friends,  family  members,  or  colleagues.  They 

may spend time getting  to  know their  victim's 

interests and hobbies, and they may offer to help 

them with their problems.

 Flatter  their  victims. White-collar  criminals 

may  compliment  their  victims  on  their 

intelligence,  their  success,  or  their  appearance. 
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They  may  also  tell  their  victims  that  they  are 

special and that they have a unique opportunity 

to make a lot of money.

 Isolating  their  victims. White-collar  criminals 

may try to isolate their victims from their friends 

and  family.  They  may  do  this  by  telling  their 

victims that their friends and family are jealous 

of them or that they are trying to sabotage their 

success.

 Creating  a  sense  of  urgency. White-collar 

criminals may pressure their victims to make a 

decision quickly, often by telling them that they 

have a limited time to take advantage of a special 

opportunity. They may also tell their victims that 

they will lose out on a great deal if they do not 

act immediately.

If you are approached by someone who is trying to gain 

your trust and who is offering you a deal that seems too 

good to be true, be wary. It is important to remember 
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that white-collar criminals are skilled at what they do, 

and they will often go to great lengths to gain your trust 

before they strike.

Here are some tips to help you avoid becoming a victim 

of a white-collar crime:

 Be skeptical of anyone who approaches you with 

a deal that seems too good to be true.

 Do your research before you invest in anything.

 Get advice from a trusted friend, family member, 

or financial advisor before you make any major 

financial decisions.

 Be wary of anyone who tries to isolate you from 

your friends and family.

 Trust your instincts. If something feels wrong, it 

probably is.

If you believe that you have been the victim of a white-

collar crime, report it to the authorities immediately.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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