
Trail of Truth

Introduction

Trail of Truth uncovers the shocking truth behind the 

multi-million dollar Tennessee Walking Horse industry, 

revealing the unimaginable suffering endured by these 

majestic  animals.  Through  extensive  research  and 

firsthand  accounts,  this  book  exposes  the  dark 

underbelly  of  a  world  where  greed  and  vanity 

overshadow compassion and empathy.

Prepare to be horrified as you delve into the depths of 

sorrelling, stacking, and chaining—cruel practices that 

inflict  unimaginable  pain  and  suffering  on  innocent 

horses.  Witness  the  devastating  physical  and 

psychological  consequences  these  animals  endure, 

often leading to lifelong disabilities or even death.

1



But Trail of Truth is more than just a condemnation of 

cruelty.  It  is  a  clarion  call  to  action,  empowering 

readers  with  the  knowledge  they  need  to  demand 

change.  Discover  the  courageous  individuals  and 

organizations fighting tirelessly to protect these gentle 

giants, and learn how you can join their cause.

This book is not for the faint of heart. Its pages contain 

graphic  descriptions  of  animal  abuse  that  may  be 

disturbing  to  some  readers.  However,  it  is  essential 

reading  for  anyone  who  cares  about  the  welfare  of 

animals and the integrity of our society.

Together,  we  can  break  the  cycle  of  suffering  and 

create a more compassionate world for all.

Pasquale  De  Marco  has  spent  years  researching  and 

writing about the Tennessee Walking Horse industry. 

Her passion for animal welfare and her commitment to 

exposing the truth drive her work. Pasquale De Marco 

has  written  numerous  articles  and  given  countless 
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presentations  on  the  topic,  raising  awareness  and 

inspiring change.
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Book Description

Trail  of  Truth is  a  powerful  exposé of  the cruel  and 

exploitative practices that have plagued the Tennessee 

Walking  Horse  industry  for  far  too  long.  Through 

meticulous research and firsthand accounts, this book 

uncovers the dark secrets hidden behind the glamour 

and glitz of horse shows, revealing the shocking truth 

about the suffering endured by these majestic animals.

Prepare to be horrified as you learn about sorrelling, 

stacking, and chaining—barbaric practices that inflict 

unimaginable pain and suffering on innocent horses. 

Witness  the  devastating  physical  and  psychological 

consequences  these  animals  endure,  often leading to 

lifelong disabilities or even death.

But Trail of Truth is more than just a condemnation of 

cruelty.  It  is  a  clarion  call  to  action,  empowering 

readers  with  the  knowledge  they  need  to  demand 

change.  Discover  the  courageous  individuals  and 
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organizations fighting tirelessly to protect these gentle 

giants, and learn how you can join their cause.

This book is not for the faint of heart. Its pages contain 

graphic  descriptions  of  animal  abuse  that  may  be 

disturbing  to  some  readers.  However,  it  is  essential 

reading  for  anyone  who  cares  about  the  welfare  of 

animals and the integrity of our society.

Together,  we  can  break  the  cycle  of  suffering  and 

create a more compassionate world for all.

Pasquale  De  Marco  has  spent  years  researching  and 

writing about the Tennessee Walking Horse industry. 

Her passion for animal welfare and her commitment to 

exposing the truth drive her work. Pasquale De Marco 

has  written  numerous  articles  and  given  countless 

presentations  on  the  topic,  raising  awareness  and 

inspiring change.
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Chapter 1: Unveiling the Hidden Truth

1. The Plight of Innocent Animals

Innocent animals endure unimaginable suffering at the 

hands of the Tennessee Walking Horse industry. These 

majestic  creatures,  bred  for  their  beauty  and 

athleticism,  are  subjected  to  cruel  and  barbaric 

practices that inflict immense pain and anguish.

Sorrelling is one of the most heinous techniques used 

to  enhance  the  horse's  gait.  This  practice  involves 

applying a caustic chemical agent to the horse's hooves, 

causing severe burns and blistering. The intense pain 

forces  the  horse  to  lift  its  legs  higher,  creating  the 

desired exaggerated gait.

Stacking, another cruel practice, involves placing heavy 

weights  on the  horse's  hooves  to  artificially  increase 

their height. This unnatural weight-bearing can cause 

fractures, dislocations, and permanent lameness.
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Chaining  is  yet  another  barbaric  method  used  to 

manipulate the horse's movement. Chains are attached 

to  the  horse's  legs,  forcing  them  into  an  unnatural 

position  that  causes  discomfort  and  pain.  Prolonged 

chaining  can  lead  to  nerve  damage  and  muscle 

atrophy.

These cruel practices not only cause physical suffering 

but also inflict immense psychological trauma. Horses 

are highly intelligent and social animals, and the abuse 

they  endure  can  have  devastating  effects  on  their 

mental  well-being.  They  may  become  fearful, 

withdrawn, and even aggressive.

The  plight  of  these  innocent  animals  is  a  shameful 

indictment of our society. It is a betrayal of our duty to 

protect  those  who  cannot  speak  for  themselves.  We 

must demand an end to these barbaric practices and 

ensure that all horses are treated with the compassion 

and respect they deserve.
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Chapter 1: Unveiling the Hidden Truth

2. Exposing the Industry's Dark Secrets

The Tennessee Walking Horse industry is shrouded in a 

veil  of  secrecy,  with  many  of  its  darkest  practices 

hidden  from  public  view.  But  behind  the  glitz  and 

glamour of the show ring lies a world of unimaginable 

cruelty and suffering.

One of the most insidious secrets of the industry is the 

use  of  sorrelling,  a  horrific  technique  that  involves 

applying  caustic  chemicals  to  the  horse's  hooves  to 

create  an  exaggerated  gait.  This  practice  causes 

excruciating pain and can lead to permanent lameness.

Stacking is another common form of abuse, where the 

horse's hooves are intentionally stacked on top of each 

other, causing severe pain and damage to the tendons 

and ligaments.

Chains  are  also  used  to  manipulate  the  horse's  gait, 

causing pain and discomfort. In some cases, chains are 
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even embedded in the horse's flesh, leaving permanent 

scars.

The  physical  abuse  endured  by  these  horses  is 

compounded by the psychological trauma they suffer. 

The constant pain and fear they experience can lead to 

anxiety, depression, and other mental health issues.

The industry's dark secrets are not limited to the abuse 

of  horses.  There  is  also  a  culture  of  silence  and 

intimidation  that  prevents  whistleblowers  from 

speaking out. Trainers and owners who dare to expose 

the truth often face threats and retaliation.

It  is  time  to  lift  the  veil  of  secrecy  and  expose  the 

industry's  dark  secrets.  The public  deserves  to  know 

the truth about the suffering that is hidden behind the 

glitz and glamour of the show ring. Only then can we 

begin to hold those responsible accountable and create 

a more humane world for these majestic animals.
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Chapter 1: Unveiling the Hidden Truth

3. The True Cost of Beauty

The  pursuit  of  beauty  often  comes  at  a  great  cost, 

especially when animals are involved. In the case of the 

Tennessee Walking Horse industry, the relentless drive 

for aesthetic perfection has led to a litany of cruel and 

inhumane practices that inflict immense suffering on 

these majestic creatures.

The so-called "beauty" traits prized by the industry—

exaggerated gait, high stepping action, and arched neck

—are  achieved  through  the  use  of  torturous  devices 

and training methods. Sorrelling, a barbaric technique 

that involves applying a chemical agent to the horse's 

hooves,  causes  excruciating  pain  and  inflammation, 

forcing the animal to walk on its toes to alleviate the 

discomfort.

Stacking,  another  common  practice,  involves  placing 

heavy chains  or  weights  on the  horse's  legs,  causing 
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severe  pain  and  nerve  damage  that  can  lead  to 

permanent lameness. Chaining, the act of attaching a 

chain to the horse's tail and pulling it upwards, forces 

the animal to arch its  neck unnaturally,  creating the 

illusion of a more graceful gait.

These cruel practices not only inflict physical pain but 

also cause significant psychological trauma. Horses are 

highly intelligent and sensitive animals, and the abuse 

they endure can lead to anxiety, depression, and other 

behavioral problems. The relentless pursuit of beauty 

in the Tennessee Walking Horse industry has come at a 

great cost to the animals forced to endure it.

It is time to question the true cost of beauty. Is it worth 

inflicting  such  unimaginable  suffering  on  innocent 

animals for the sake of a fleeting aesthetic ideal? The 

Tennessee  Walking  Horse  industry  must  be  held 

accountable for its cruel practices, and consumers must 

demand  higher  standards  of  animal  welfare.  Only 

through  education,  awareness,  and  a  collective 
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commitment to compassion can we break the cycle of 

suffering and create a more humane world for all.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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