
Double, Double

Introduction

In the heart of New York City, a metropolis of towering 

skyscrapers  and  bustling  streets,  there  lies  a  hidden 

world. A world of corruption, crime, and desperation, 

where  the  shadows hold  sway and the  innocent  are 

preyed  upon.  This  is  the  city's  underbelly,  a  place 

where hope and despair collide, and the line between 

good and evil blurs.

In this dark and dangerous realm, there are those who 

fight to uphold justice, to protect the innocent, and to 

expose  the  truth.  Among  them  is  Detective  Jack 

Hartigan, a man haunted by his past and driven by an 

unyielding determination to  make a  difference.  With 

his sharp wit and unwavering resolve, Hartigan delves 

into the city's darkest corners, seeking to uncover the 

secrets that lie hidden in the shadows.
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But Hartigan is not alone in his quest. He is joined by a 

colorful cast of characters, each with their own unique 

motivations  and  secrets.  There's  Sarah  Jones,  a 

resourceful journalist who risks her life to expose the 

truth,  and  Father  Michaelangelo,  a  compassionate 

priest  who  offers  solace  to  the  lost  and  broken. 

Together,  they  form  an  unlikely  alliance,  united  by 

their shared desire to make the city a better place.

As  they  navigate  the  treacherous  landscape  of  New 

York City's underworld, Hartigan and his companions 

encounter  a  host  of  dangerous  adversaries.  From 

ruthless mobsters to corrupt politicians, from cunning 

criminals to depraved serial killers, they face countless 

challenges that test their limits and threaten to destroy 

everything they hold dear.

Through  it  all,  Hartigan  remains  steadfast  in  his 

pursuit of justice. He knows that the city's salvation lies 

in exposing the darkness and holding those responsible 

accountable. With each case he cracks, each criminal 
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he  brings  to  justice,  he  chips  away  at  the  city's 

underbelly, making it a little brighter, a little safer, and 

a little more hopeful.

But  even  as  Hartigan  and  his  allies  fight  to  make  a 

difference,  they  must  confront  the  harsh reality  that 

evil  never  truly  sleeps.  The  city's  underbelly  is  a 

persistent force, always lurking in the shadows, waiting 

for an opportunity to strike. And as the darkness grows, 

so too does the need for those who stand against it.
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Book Description

Welcome to the dark and dangerous world of New York 

City's underbelly, where Detective Jack Hartigan fights 

to  uphold  justice  against  insurmountable  odds.  Join 

him and his unlikely allies as they delve into the city's 

hidden depths, uncovering the secrets that lie buried in 

the shadows.

A City of Shadows

Beneath the bustling streets and gleaming skyscrapers 

of  New York  City  lies  a  hidden world  of  corruption, 

crime, and desperation. Here, the innocent are preyed 

upon,  and  the  line  between  good  and  evil  blurs. 

Detective Jack Hartigan, a man haunted by his past and 

driven  by  an  unyielding  determination  to  make  a 

difference,  has  dedicated  his  life  to  fighting  the 

darkness that consumes the city.

A Cast of Unlikely Heroes
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Hartigan is not alone in his quest. He is joined by Sarah 

Jones,  a  resourceful  journalist  who  risks  her  life  to 

expose  the  truth,  and  Father  Michaelangelo,  a 

compassionate priest who offers solace to the lost and 

broken.  Together,  they  form  an  unlikely  alliance, 

united by their shared desire to make the city a better 

place.

A World of Danger and Deception

As  they  navigate  the  treacherous  landscape  of  New 

York City's underworld, Hartigan and his companions 

encounter  a  host  of  dangerous  adversaries.  From 

ruthless mobsters to corrupt politicians, from cunning 

criminals to depraved serial killers, they face countless 

challenges that test their limits and threaten to destroy 

everything they hold dear.

A Fight for Justice

Through  it  all,  Hartigan  remains  steadfast  in  his 

pursuit of justice. He knows that the city's salvation lies 
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in exposing the darkness and holding those responsible 

accountable. With each case he cracks, each criminal 

he  brings  to  justice,  he  chips  away  at  the  city's 

underbelly, making it a little brighter, a little safer, and 

a little more hopeful.

A City's Redemption

But  even  as  Hartigan  and  his  allies  fight  to  make  a 

difference,  they  must  confront  the  harsh reality  that 

evil  never  truly  sleeps.  The  city's  underbelly  is  a 

persistent force, always lurking in the shadows, waiting 

for an opportunity to strike. And as the darkness grows, 

so too does the need for those who stand against it.
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Chapter 1: The Shadows of Sin

The Dark Underbelly of the City

New York City,  a  metropolis  of  towering skyscrapers 

and bustling streets, is a city of contrasts. Beneath its 

gleaming  facade  lies  a  hidden  world,  a  dark  and 

dangerous  underbelly  where  crime,  corruption,  and 

desperation thrive. This is a world where the innocent 

are preyed upon, and the powerful exploit the weak.

In  the  shadows  of  the  city,  criminals  operate  with 

impunity.  Drug dealers  peddle their  poison on street 

corners,  while  human  traffickers  prey  on  the 

vulnerable. Corrupt politicians line their pockets at the 

expense of the people they are supposed to serve. And 

organized  crime  syndicates  control  vast  criminal 

empires, their tentacles reaching into every corner of 

the city.

The city's underbelly is a place where hope is scarce 

and  despair  is  rampant.  The  homeless  wander  the 
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streets,  begging  for  spare  change.  Drug  addicts  and 

alcoholics  are  lost  in  their  own  worlds,  their  lives 

spiraling  downward.  And  the  mentally  ill  are  left  to 

fend for themselves, often falling prey to exploitation 

and abuse.

But even in the darkest of places, there are those who 

fight against the tide of evil.  Police officers risk their 

lives  to  protect  the  innocent  and  bring  criminals  to 

justice. Social workers tirelessly work to help the less 

fortunate,  offering  a  glimmer  of  hope  in  a  world  of 

despair. And community activists fight for the rights of 

the  marginalized,  speaking  out  against  injustice  and 

demanding change.

The battle for the soul of New York City is a constant 

struggle, a war between light and darkness. And while 

the  forces  of  evil  may  seem overwhelming  at  times, 

there are those who refuse to give up hope. They are 

the ones  who fight  for  a  better  tomorrow,  for  a  city 
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where justice  prevails  and all  its  citizens can live in 

peace and dignity.

9



Chapter 1: The Shadows of Sin

The Price of Corruption

In the heart of New York City, corruption is a cancer 

that has spread its insidious tendrils throughout every 

level of society. From the highest echelons of power to 

the  darkest  corners  of  the  underworld,  corruption 

taints everything it  touches,  leaving behind a trail  of 

shattered lives and broken dreams.

For Detective Jack Hartigan,  corruption is  a  personal 

affront. He has seen firsthand the devastating impact it 

has on the city he loves, and he is determined to root it 

out  wherever  he  finds  it.  But  Hartigan  knows  that 

fighting  corruption  is  a  dangerous  game.  Those  who 

profit from it will  stop at nothing to protect their ill-

gotten gains, and Hartigan has already made powerful 

enemies in his pursuit of justice.

Undeterred,  Hartigan  continues  to  investigate 

corruption wherever it leads him. His relentless pursuit 
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of  the  truth  has  earned  him  the  respect  of  his 

colleagues and the admiration of the city's citizens. But 

it  has also made him a target for those who fear his 

incorruptibility.

One  such  individual  is  mob  boss  Sal  Maranzano. 

Maranzano is a ruthless and cunning criminal who has 

a stranglehold on the city's underworld. He has used 

his wealth and influence to corrupt countless officials, 

and he is determined to silence anyone who threatens 

his empire.

When  Hartigan  begins  investigating  Maranzano's 

activities,  he knows that he is  putting his life on the 

line.  But  he  is  also  aware  that  if  he  does  not  stop 

Maranzano, the city will continue to suffer under the 

weight of his corruption.

As Hartigan digs deeper into Maranzano's operations, 

he uncovers a web of deceit that reaches all the way to 

the highest levels of city government. He discovers that 

Maranzano has been paying off politicians, judges, and 
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even law enforcement officers to protect his criminal 

empire.

Armed  with  this  evidence,  Hartigan  confronts 

Maranzano  and  his  corrupt  allies.  He  vows  to  bring 

them all to justice, no matter the cost. But Maranzano is 

not about to go down without a fight. He unleashes his 

full  arsenal  of  violence  and  intimidation  against 

Hartigan, determined to silence him once and for all.

The  battle  between  Hartigan  and  Maranzano  is  a 

microcosm of the larger struggle against corruption in 

New York City. It is a battle that will be fought on many 

fronts, and it is a battle that will not be won easily. But 

Hartigan is determined to fight on, no matter the odds. 

He knows that the future of the city depends on it.
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Chapter 1: The Shadows of Sin

The Hidden Players

The hidden players in New York City's underworld are 

a  shadowy group of  individuals  who wield  immense 

power and influence behind the scenes. They are the 

puppet  masters  who  control  the  city's  criminal 

enterprises,  from  drug  trafficking  to  prostitution  to 

gambling. They are the ones who profit from the city's 

misery and despair,  and they will  stop at  nothing to 

protect their interests.

One of the most powerful hidden players in the city is 

Anthony "The Serpent" Serpone,  a ruthless mob boss 

who  controls  a  vast  network  of  criminal  activities. 

Serpone is a cunning and ambitious man, and he has a 

reputation for being both ruthless and unpredictable. 

He  is  always  looking  for  new  ways  to  expand  his 

empire, and he is not afraid to use violence to get what 

he wants.
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Another major player in the city's underworld is Sarah 

"The  Ice  Queen"  Cohen,  a  cold  and  calculating 

businesswoman  who  runs  a  chain  of  illegal  casinos. 

Cohen is a brilliant strategist, and she has a knack for 

making money. She is also known for her ruthlessness, 

and she has no qualms about using violence to protect 

her interests.

In addition to the mob bosses and crime lords, there 

are also a number of other hidden players in the city's 

underworld. These include corrupt politicians, crooked 

cops,  and  unscrupulous  businessmen.  These 

individuals use their positions of power and influence 

to  further  their  own criminal  agendas,  and they are 

just as dangerous as the mobsters and criminals they 

work with.

The hidden players in New York City's underworld are 

a  constant  threat  to  the  city's  safety  and  well-being. 

They  are  the  ones  who  profit  from  crime  and 

corruption, and they are the ones who perpetuate the 
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cycle of violence and despair. But they also know that if 

they are not careful,  they will  be taken down by the 

very people they seek to control.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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